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ABSTRACT

This paper tries to examine the changes in land
on environment and livelihoods of the rural poor in K

. de to optimum utilization
of agricultural land and the forest. But ortion of them has been used in
common) especially grazing land which as been neglected by the policy

ces has adversely impacted the life of
hould to take necessary action to protect and

6). The economic, social, infrastructure and other human activities are
The sustenance activities of man, such as food production, shelter,

population coupled wi increasing variety of demand on land resources has brought extra pressure on
available land resources. | eloping countries like India, land is the most important factor that influences
the livelihood of rural communities and it is the main asset for income earning. In rural areas the households
have small amounts of physical assets to get employment. Landlessness and the limited access to land is
the main feature of rural poverty (Swanson, 1996). In India the incidence of poverty is the highest among
the agricultural labour households who have little access to land (Swanson, 1996; United Nations, 1996).
Poor people also have their own labor as a resource but employment possibilities are usually limited. The
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concept of land use is related to the use of land which is used for certain activity for a given period of time.
It has been found that land use pattern has been changing over the period of time. Since the land is the
important factor that influences the livelihood of rural communities, the changes in the condition and
composition of land use cover affects the livelihood of rural communities directly or indirectly. But land
resources, as a result of continued exploitation and mismanagement are becoming increasingly scarce.

Most of the rural households, especially vulnerable sections, us depend on forest, grazing land,
and other resources. These are the resources used in common by people form of Common Property
Resources (CPRs). In India, CPRs comprise substantial proportion of natural ce endowment and rural

difficulty of the poor people whose basic survi
Stewart 1991: in Kumar 2000). In order to deal w

land has several uses and several st
necessary. In this paper, an effort h en made to analyze the chan land use changes in Karnata
using the secondary data obtained fr irectorate of economics and st@l8tics, government of Karnataka

for the year 1960-61, 1970-71, 1980-8 he existing literature has been
used to understand the rea [

LAND USE CHA

uncultivable lands 3)Land put to non-agricultural uses 4)Permanent
Itivable wastes 6) Miscellaneous tree crops and groves not included

pattern of classification sidered as static harmony and adjustment with the other main characteristics

of the economy of the regio®” Based on nine-fold land use classification, the land use changes in Karnataka
have been presented in tablel.
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Table 1: Land Use Changes in Karnataka (Area in Lakh Hectares)
Year

Sl. No | Classification 1960- | 1970- | 1980-
61 71

Total Geographical Area 187.8 | 189.43

Forest 27.09 |28.9

Land put to non-agri.uses 8.12

Barren & uncultivable land 9.22

Cultivable waste 6.56

Permanent pastures & other
grazing land

Misc. Tree crops, Groves

Current fallow

Other fallow land

Net Area Sown

Source: http://raitamj

as 187.8 lakh hectares in 1960-61 and 1970-71.

Due to improve i data, the geographical area registered 190.5 lakh

hectaregin 1980-810 : n, forest, land put to non-agriculture use and current
i otal geographical area.

projects, hydel projects, dng/quarrying, roads, laying of transmission lines and other purposes (Table 2).
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Table 2: Forest Areas Diverted for VVarious Developmental Activities

Extent of Area|Extent of Area
Purpose diverted from 1956 | diverted from 1981
to 1980 (sq.km) to 2002 (sq.km)
Irrigation Projects 350.27 9.19

Hydel Projects 160.92 51.75
Mining/Quarrying 426.72 3.39

Construction of roads
Laying of transmission lines

Other Purposes (including diversion for
agriculture, regulation of encroachments, e :
Total 1915.64*
State of Forest Report 2003, Karnataka

In spite of diversion of area, tij@R&rea under forest has been incre steadily over the period from
27.09 lakh hectare to 30.73 lakh hect i i ecent press releases by Forest

Survey of India (FSI), the fg and Chikmagalur districts. This
under social forestry and Joint forest

areas. But, it is distressing to note that the

State. Therefore, efforts should be made to

ge of ecological, economic and socio-cultural

hiva 1986). Before independence, the forest policies

large area of forest land in Karnataka. Thus, systematic efforts have
been made to pro i and to benefit the rural communities by forest department by
implementing various hes and programmes.

The next category of land which has been increasing is non-agricultural land. The areas under non-
agricultural uses include lands occupied by buildings, roads and railways or under water, e.g. river, and
canals and other lands used for non-agriculture purpose (like cities, townships, mining, industries, etc. Area
under this, increased from 8.12 lakh hectares in 1960-61 to 14. lakh hectares in 2010-11. In view of
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increasing population (Like housing) and economic activities (industrial areas, etc), this type of land use is
expected to increase very fast. The land for non-agricultural purposes has mainly taken from pasture and
grazing land, cultivable waste and barren & uncultivable land. This type of land use change has been
observed in and around the urban areas and result in decline of common property resources (CPRS) for the
sub-urban/rural people. Decline of CPRs adversely affect the livelihoods of these people. Therefore, efforts
should be made to protect the livelihoods of people while converting the land for non-agricultural purposes.

Barren and un-culturable land includes all land covered by mo
cannot be brought under cultivation except at an exorbitant cost is classified

should be made to develop these lands by planti
optimum utilization of resource. This is expecte

Permanent pastures and othe nds. They may be permanent
pastures and meadows (KLUB 2001) ded under this head. The area
res to 9.12 lakh hectares from

mainly allotted or encroached to

gnificant proportion of this land has been

pe of land has been used by the village

reserved for grazing the livestock, provide

ong with providing environmental services, such

y important role in providing various services to the

8gard, local community, Gram Panchayats and NGOs cal play
ory approach in managing these resources. Understanding the linkages

for decentralized natura urce management by PRIs. The responsibility of preparing plans for the
management and development of natural resources has been given to Gram Panchayats. This is a crucial
step in protecting the CPRs and ensuring sustainable livelihoods of rural communalities. Strengthening of
Gram Panchayats at the community level enables them to function as local self-governing bodies. This has
given impetus to participatory democracy in general and to decentralized governance of natural resources
in particular. The recent studies indicate that neither the Gram Panchayat President nor the Panchayat
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Development Officer (PDO) has knowledge about development of grazing lands and hence these resources
have been neglected.

Cultivable Wasteland includes lands available for cultivation. Such lands may be either fallow or
covered with shrubs or jungles, which are not put to any use. Land once cultivated but not cultivated for
five years in succession are included in this category at the end of the five years (KLUB 2001).. The area
under this category of land has declined significantly from 6.56 lakh es to 4.14 lakh hectares from

introduced by the government (KSLUB 2001). Th
utilization of land.

Land under miscellaneous tre ich is not included in ‘Net Area
Sown’ but is put to some agricultural hing grasses, bamboo bushes,

e year it may be treated as current fallows. The
gtares to 11.99 lakh hectares from 1960-61 to 2010-

area under fallow lan
1960-61 to 2010-11.

Net Area Sown represents the total area sown with crops and orchards. Area sown more than once
in the same year is counted only once. The net sown area depends mainly on rainfall and hence there have
been fluctuations in the new sown area over the period of time. Cropped area in the year under consideration
is called net sown area. Agricultural production largely depends upon this type of land and hence this type
of land has a special significance in an agricultural country like India. There has been heavy pressure on
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this type of land due to increasing population. For producing more food and other crops efforts are being
made to provide HYV seeds, fertilizers, irrigation, extension facilities, etc. efforts are also being made to
improve the quality of land. But due to fragmentation of land and decline of common lands, agriculture as
a economic activity, has became unviable.

Thus, land under forest and non-agricultural use has been increasing. There are number of policies
and programmes for forests but there are no specific policies and pro es to protect and develop land
under pasture and grazing lands, cultivable waste and barren and unc le land. Decline of these
resources have adversely affected the livelihoods (especially in dry re of rural households in
Karnataka.

CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS

as the other land, especially grazin
agencies. This has led to decline of
people. The decline of these lands ad
need to be made especially
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